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Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer Absorption correction: scan (North et al., 1968) T min = 0. (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: CI2548). (Lobana & Bhatia, 1989; Symons et al., 1985) . These compounds are also found to be involved in DNA strand scission under physiological conditions (Katsuyuki et al., 1991; Bovin et al., 1992) . Pyridine N-oxides bearing a sulfur group in position 2 display significant antimicrobial activity (Leonard et al., 1955) .
Structure Reports Online
The asymmetric unit of the title compound consists of one half of a centrosymmetric molecule. The two thiopyridine-N-oxide groups adopt a stepped trans conformation with respect to the benzene ring, by virtue of the symmetry. The oxopyridinium ring forms a dihedral angle of 79.9 (2)° with the benzene ring. The N-O bond length is in good agreement with the mean value of 1.304 (15)Å reported in the literature for pyridine N-oxides (Allen et al., 1987) . As observed in a similar structure (Hartung et al., 1996) , the S atom is bent significantly towards the N-
The crystal packing is stabilized by a strong π-π interaction between the pyridinium rings of adjacent molecules at (x, y, z) and (−x, 2 − y, −z), with a ring centroid to centroid distance of 3.464 (3) Å.
Experimental
A mixture of 1,4-bis(bromomethyl)durene (0.320, 1 mmol) and 1-hydroxypyridine-2-thione sodium salt (0.298,2 mmol) in water (30 ml) and methanol (30 ml) was heated at 333 K with stirring for 30 min. The compound formed was filtered off, and dried (0.34 g, 82%). The compound was recrystallized from chloroform-methanol (1:2 v/v). and refined in the riding-model approximation, with U iso (H)=1.2-1.5U eq (C). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, showing 50% probability displacement ellipsoids. Atoms labelled with the suffix a are generated by the symmetry operations (1 − x, 1 − y, 1 − z). 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (

